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Israel's priest and people repeatedly failed to see their sin against God and their need to confess so that they might experience His
mercy and forgiveness. As Wiersbe wisely points out "It is a dangerous thing when people argue with God and try to defend their
sinful ways."


http://www.preceptleader.org/resources/pup/Zechariah/ZechariahPUP_L1_1-2011.pdf

Israel doesn't even reply to God's accusations by "Yes, but" but only "But!" There is no "Yes," no acknowledgement whatsoever of
their guilt before a holy God. This reflects their intractably stony hearts, their immutably stiff necks, their unresponsive rebellious

ISRAEL'S REFUTATION

OF THEIR SIN
1 |Mal1:2 But you say, “How hast Thou loved us?”
2 Mal 1:6 Butyou say, ‘How have we despised Thy name?’
3 |Mal 1:7 | But you say, ‘How have we defiled Thee?’
4 | Mal 2:14 | Yet you say, ‘For what reason?’
5 |Mal 2:17 | Yet you say, “How have we wearied Him?”
6 |Mal 3:7 | Butyou say, ‘How shall we return?’
7 |Mal 3:8 | Butyou say, ‘How have we robbed Thee?’
8 |Mal 3:13 | Yet you say, ‘What have we spoken against Thee?’

spirits! A sad state indeed, for a people chosen by God to be lights unto the Gentiles!

Here is a summary of truths about the Day of the Lord in Malachi 3 and Malachi 4:

THE DAY OF THE LORD IN MALACHI 3-4
MALACHI 4

4:1 DOL — Coming, Burning Like a furnace

4:1 All arrogant & evildoer chaff < burn (destroy)
4:2 Those who fear His Name - healed by Sun of
Righteousness = MILLENIUM
4:2 They will skip about like calves = MILLENIUM

3:3 As a Smelter & Purifier of Silver — He will purify & refine

MALACHI 3

3:1 Who can endure & stand in the DAY of His coming?
(Joel 2:11 “who can endure?”)

3:1 Day of Lord’s coming ~ Christ’s 2" Coming

3:1 Suddenly (cf “like a thief” 1Th 5:2, 2Pe 3:10)

3:2 Lord's 2"° Coming is like Refiner’s Fire, Fuller's Soap

sons of Levi for righteous offerings = MILLENIUM

3:4 Offering of Jews will please Lord = MILLENIUM
3:5 Day of Lord brings judgment on sinners in Israel
3:6 “I do not change” - Israel is not consumed

3:16 Those who feared the LORD were remembered
3:17 ON THAT DAY (DOL) They will be His own special

treasure

3:18 Will distinguish righteous and wicked

4:3 Righteous will tread down the wicked

4:5 Will send Elijah before the Day of the Lord
4:5 Great & Terrible Day of the Lord

4:6 Elijah’s coming brings reconciliation

Zechariah 13:8-9 “It will come about in all the land,” Declares the LORD, “That two parts in it will be cut off and perish;
But the third will be left in it. 8 “And | will bring the third part through the fire, Refine them as silver is refined, And test
them as gold is tested. They will call an My name, And | will answer them; | will say, ‘They are My people,” And they will
say, ‘The LORD is my God.'”

Here is a summary of truths on the Day of the LORD from the New Testament and 4 other Old Testament books...

2Th 2:1-12

DAY OF THE LORD

1 The APOSTASY

2 Restrainer

removed

3 M of Lawlessness

REVEALED 5 of D)
DAY OF THE LORD
1 The APOSTASY
2 Restrainer
removed
3 Man of
Lawlessness
REVEALED (S of D}
4 Opposes/fexalts
self over "gods"
5 Takes seatin
Temple ~ "God"

Acts 2:15-21

DAY OF THE LORD

20 Sun=Dark
Moan=»Blocd
Great & glorious

DAY OF THE LORD:
21 Everyone who
calls on the Name
of the Lord will be
saved [rescued),

1Th 4:13-5:11

DAY OF THE LORD
1 Like a thief In the
night (surprise)(v2)
2 THEY saying
peace & safety (v3)
3 Suddenly — like
labor pains (v3)

4 No escape (v3)

9 Believer's
Destiny:
NOT
for wrath

THEREFORE
11 Encourage &
build up
ONE ANOTHER

2Pt 3:1-13

DAY OF THE LORD
7 Heavens & earth
reserved for fire

7 Day of judgment
7 Deestroy u y

=

10 Like a thief

10 Heavens pass
away with a roar
Elements destroy
Earth/works>burn

DAY OF GOD
12 Heavens>burn
Elements>melt

11 Application:
-Holy/godly
12 Laoking P Living
13 Looking for NH
RIGHTEOUSNESS
DWELLS
[VERTICALVISION)

DAY OF THE LORD
6 Wail/howl

6 Mear

& Destruction

6 From Almighty
Reaction to DOL?
7-8 All men hands
limp, hearts melt,
terror, pain &
anguish, writhe
like labor pains,
aghast, flushed
DAY OF THE LORD
9 Coming, cruel,
fury, burning
anger, land
desolate, sinners
exterminated.

10 Cosmic signs —
stars, sun, moon
11 Punishwarld
12 Men scarce

19 = Babylon like
Sodom &
Gomorrah

20 - Nevear
inhabited, no
tents

DAY OF THE LORD
15 Mear for all
nations
15 Pay back
16 All nations
cease to exist
17 BUT - On Mt
Zion escapees,
17 Mt Zion holy
17 lacob possess
possessions
[Millennium)
18-Israel like fire
Mo survivor-Edom
19-20 - Extent of
lsraal's
possessions
20 The Kingdom
will be the LORDS
[Millennium)
CfRew 11:15 “The
kingdom of the
world has become
the kingdom of
our Lord and of
His Christ; and He
will reign forever
and ever.”

T22BC
Assyria takes
Israel axile =
NEAR
FULFILLMENT
of D.O.L.

18 Foolishly

longed far
DAY OF THE

LORD

18 Darkness,

not light

18 Gloom, no

Brightness

19 No escape

3x- Seek the
Lord thatyou
mmay live
(5:4, 6, 14)

1:15 DAY OF THE LORD
Mear, destruction, from
the Almighty

2:1 DAY OF THE LORD
2:2 Darkness, gloom,
clouds & darkness, army
likees dawn on mts.
-Mever anything like it, nor
will there be afterit.

(ef Mt 24:21)

2:11 DAY OF THE LORD
Great & very awesomae;

2:19ff THEN - Lord zealous
for Israel Fwill never

make them a reproach

among the nations
[Millennium)

2:28-31 - See Acts 2

2:31 DAY OF THE LORD

32 Call¥Delivered

3:1 Restore fortunes of

Israel (Millennium])

3:2 God gathers nationsto

Valley of Jehoshaphat for

judgment [See next chart)
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Here are the youtube discussions based on the Precept study of Revelation Part 4, lessons 7 and 8...

= What the Bible Teaches About the Day of the Lord - Part 1
= What the Bible Teaches About the Day of the Lord - Part 2

Malachi 3:1 "Behold, | am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, Whom you seek,
will suddenly come to His temple; and the Messenger of the covenant, in Whom you delight, behold, He is coming," says
the LORD of hosts. (Words in red = Jehovah speaking)

« | am going: Mal 2:7, 4:5 Mt 11:10,11 Mk 1:2,3 Lk 1:76, 7:26-28 John 1:6,7

= he will clear: Isa 40:3-5 Mt 3:1-3 17:10-13 Lk 1:16,17 3:3-6 John 1:15-23,33,34 3:28-30 Ac 13:24,25 19:4
« and the Lord: Ps 110:1 Isa 7:14 9:6 Hag 2:7-9 Lk 2:11,21-32,38,46 Lk 7:19,20 19:47 John 2:14-16

= The Messenger: Ge 48:15,16 Ex 23:20 Isa 63:9 Ho 12:3-5 Ac 7:38

= Heis coming: Hag 2:7

= Malachi 3 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

GOD HIMSELF RESPONDS:
"I AM COMING BACK™

LXE Malachi 3:1 Behold, | send forth My messenger, and he shall survey the way before Me: and the Lord,
Whom ye seek, shall suddenly come into His temple, even the Angel of the covenant, Whom ye take pleasure
in: behold, He is coming, saith the Lord Almighty.

Context = In light of their serious accusations, God Himself responds to their questions in Malachi 2:17%.

Behold (02009) (hinneh) - Listen up! Pay attention! | the LORD am now going to speak! This interjection is found some 994 times
in the OT (First use - Ge 1:29 spoken to Adam; Ge 6:12-13) and always serves to call the reader's attention to something. In this
context Jehovah is going to address their blasphemous questions in Malachi 2:17-note and His reply should get their attention!
Behold is used twice in this verse, first to alert them to Messiah's messenger and then to alert them to the coming of Messiah
Himself.

Phillips - Suddenly Malachi's attention was drawn away from the drab sins of his day to a glorious vision of a coming day. The same
vision had thrilled many other Old Testament prophets and now it enraptured Malachi. (Exploring the Minor Prophets)

| am going to send My messenger - Who is speaking? Clearly it is the LORD of hosts, which in context is Jesus (see discussion
below). The Hebrew phrase for my messenger is "mal'akhi" which is the same form as "Malachi" the writer of this book. It should
be noted that some think it is the Father speaking, but notice the phrase "My messenger and he will clear the way before Me." While
"before Me" could be before the omniscient gaze of the Father, it makes more sense to see this as Jesus.

McKay - The imagery (He will clear the way) is drawn from the practice of ancient kings, who would inform their subjects in a
province of their empire that they were about to come on a state visit, so that adequate arrangements might be made. This would
include ‘preparing the way’ for the royal procession, by removing from it anything that would impede progress. It would thus be
straight, level and free of obstacles (Isa. 40:3—4; see also Isa. 57:14; 62:10). The preparations that had to be made before the
coming of the LORD were, of course, spiritual rather than physical. This was achieved through John’s ministry, which called for
repentance because the kingdom of heaven was near (Mt. 3:2). He had a wide impact (Mk. 1:5), and provided the basis for Christ’s
ministry (Jn. 1:35-37; Acts 19:4). That such a forerunner was necessary was also a warning to the people of Malachi’'s day that
whatever they might think, they were not ready for the arrival of their king.

Cole - The imagery of preparing the way before the Lord came from the custom of clearing the road and preparing a town for the
visit of the king. Before the king traveled, he sent out messengers who proclaimed his coming. They didn’t have road crews back
then to keep the highways in good shape. So when the townspeople heard that the king was coming, they would go out and fill in
the ruts and potholes, and clear away rocks and debris. They got everything ready for the coming of their king. God in His grace
does not come upon us unannounced. If He did, He would often find our lives in shambles. We get sloppy about sin. There are
potholes and ruts, with rocks strewn all over the place. So He graciously sends His messenger to proclaim, “The Lord is coming! Get
ready! Fill in the potholes of sin! Clear out the rocks of self-centeredness and pride. Repent and bring forth fruit in keeping with
repentance” (see Matt. 3:2, 8). Although | am a far, far lesser voice than John the Baptist or Elijah, | hope that you will listen when |
tell you, “Prepare yourself! Get ready! The King is coming!” As 1 John 3:3 tells us, “Everyone who has this hope fixed on Him

purifies himself, just as He is pure.” (Malachi 2:17-3:6 What to Do When Evil Prevails)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93XFPU3NzjM&t=8s&ab_channel=BruceHurt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kp0sJBedTKU&t=42s&ab_channel=BruceHurt
https://www.preceptaustin.org/malachi_3_resources
http://studylight.org/lex/heb/view.cgi?number=02009
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-7-what-do-when-evil-prevails-malachi-217-36

Spurgeon on Messenger of the covenant - Christ was the great messenger of the covenant, the messenger of mercy; and the
Lord’s own people, even in that ancient time, delighted in anticipating the coming of the Christ of God, the anointed and appointed
messenger of the Lord of hosts.

Spurgeon's devotional on Messenger of the covenant - The Lord’s people delight in the covenant itself. It is
an unfailing source of consolation to them so often as the Holy Spirit leads them to its green pastures, and
makes them to lie down beside its still waters. They can sweetly sing of it from youth even to hoar hairs, from
childhood even to the tomb, for this theme is inexhaustible. They delight to contemplate the antiquity of that
covenant, remembering that before the day star knew its place, or planets ran their round, the interests of the
saints were made secure in Christ Jesus. It is peculiarly pleasing to them to remember the sureness of the
covenant. They love to meditate upon ‘the sure mercies of David.” They delight to celebrate the covenant in
their songs of praise, as ‘signed and sealed, and ratified, in all things ordered well.’ It often makes their hearts
dilate with joy to think of its immutability, as a covenant which neither time nor eternity, life nor death, things
present, nor things to come, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, shall ever be able to violate—a
covenant as old as eternity and as everlasting as the Rock of ages. They rejoice also to feast upon the
fulness of this covenant, for they see it in all things provided for them; God is their portion, Christ their
companion, the Spirit their comforter, earth their lodge and heaven their home. They see in it not only some
things, but all things; not only a help to obtain some desirable possessions, but an inheritance reserved and
entailed to [bestowed on] every soul that has an interest in this ancient and eternal deed of gift.

See also Spurgeon's Sermon - The Messenger of the Covenant

My messenger - To whom does this refer? Without doubt this refers toJohn the Baptist. Comparing Malachi 4:5+ with Matthew
11:14, 17:11-12, Lk 1:17+ supports this interpretation (remember the best "commentary" on Scripture is tocompare Scripture with
Scripture) because John the Baptist came in the "spirit and power" of Elijah.

“Behold, | am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the
LORD. (Malachi 4:5+)

"A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a highway for our
God." (Isa 40:3)

For this is the one referred to by lIsaiah the prophet, saying, “THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE
WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT!” (Mt 3:3+)

“And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take
it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John.14 “And if you care to accept it, he
himself (John the Baptist) is Elijah, who was to come. (Mt 11:12-14)

Comment: MacArthur says that "Because they (THE JEWS) did reject both John the Baptist and Jesus,
there will be another who will come in the spirit and power of Elijah before the Second Coming of Christ
(ED: See chart on the identification of the two witnesses in Rev 11:3-6+. Many interpret one of these
witnesses as Elijah)." (MacArthur Study Bible)

MATTHEW RECORDS: And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Why then do the scribes say thatElijah must
come first? (ED: The disciples had just seen Elijah in the Transfiguration and they knew the Old Testament
prophecy in Mal 4:5-6. So obviously Peter, James and John were wondering how the Elijah they had just seen
fit with Malachi's prophecy that Elijah would appear before the Messiah appeared. In other words, they
believed Jesus was the Messiah, but where was Elijah who was supposed to precede Elijah? It is a good
question.)” And He (JESUS) answered and said, “Elijah is coming and will restore all things;12 but | say to
you, that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him (ED: Jewish leaders failed to recognize John
the Baptist as the one prophesied about in Isaiah 40 and Malachi 3-4), but did to him whatever they wished.
So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that He had spoken
to them about John the Baptist (ED: A truth the religious leaders missed that John the Baptist had come not as
the actual person Elijah but in the "spirit and power of Elijah" - see below). (Matt 17:10-13)

LUKE RECORDS: For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and he will drink no wine or liquor; and he will
be filled with the Holy Spirit, while yet in his mother's womb. 16 "And he will turn back many of the sons of
Israel to the Lord their God. 17 "And it is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of
Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the disobedient to the
attitude of the righteous; so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." (Lk 1:15-17+) (See summary of


http://www.spurgeongems.org/vols7-9u/chs470.pdf
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/id/revc.htm?11:3
http://www.amazon.com/s/?ie=UTF8&keywords=macarthur+study+bibles&tag=googhydr-20&index=stripbooks&hvadid=31580750477&hvpos=1t2&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=10964179751769851396&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=b&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_a53ra9p9y_b

John the Baptist)

The Messenger (malak) of the covenant (Angel of the Covenant) - While His title "Adonai" points to Messiah's role as King,
"Messenger" points to His role as Prophet. Indeed, Messiah presented the message, and at the same time was the personification

of the message (Jn 1:1, 14+)! So here we seen that the Messiah would be the One to present the message about the covenant and
would Himself inaugurate the New Covenant in His blood (Lk 22:20+, 1Cor 11:25), the New Covenant promised in the Old
Testament (Jer 31:31-38+; see also discussion of the New Covenant in the Old Testament). (See also Angel of the LORD)

He ("The Messenger of the Covenant") is the Mediator (mesites) of anew (kainos) covenant (diatheke), in
order that since a death has taken place for the redemption (apolutrosis) of the transgressions that were
committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal
inheritance. (Heb 9:15-note, cf Heb 7:22-note, Heb 8:6-note, Heb 12:24-note)

Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of
the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21 equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us
that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. (Heb
13:20-21-note)

Walter Kaiser sees covenant here as a more general reference - "The covenant referred to here is the single plan of God
contained in the succession of covenants beginning with the covenants made with Eve (Ge 3:15), continuing with the covenants with
Shem (Ge 9:27), Abraham (Ge 12:1-3), Moses (Ex 6:2-8), and David (2Sa7:12—19) and concluding with the renewal of that same,
but progressively enlarged, covenant for the age to come (Jer 31:31-34)."

See Henry Mahan's message below on The Messenger of the Covenant

John Piper on Malachi 3:1 - Three Individuals Mentioned

The first individual mentioned is "I"—"Behold, | send" - This "I" is identified at the end of the verse: "Says
the Lord of hosts." The speaker is Jehovah, God the Father. (ED: BUT OTHERS WOULD INTERPRET IT AS
THE LORD JESUS).

The second individual mentioned is Jehovah's messenger who prepares the way. "Behold, | send my
messenger to prepare the way before me." Who is this? Well the New Testament quotes this very verse to
identify John the Baptist, the one who came to prepare the way for Christ (Matthew 11:10; Mark 1:2; Luke
7:27+).

But you don't have to read in from the New Testament that this is a kind of prophet whom God would raise up
in the last day. It says in Malachi 4:5+, "Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible
day of the Lord comes." So the first messenger mentioned in Mal 3:1 that God will send to prepare his way is a
kind of Elijah or one like Elijah. That is why Luke 1:17+ says that John the Baptist went before Jesus in the
Spirit and the power of Elijah.

The third individual mentioned in Mal 3:1 is "the Lord who comes to his temple." "And the Lord whom you seek
will suddenly come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight.”

The Identity of the Third Individual

This is another messenger, different from the first. Who is this person? Three things point to the divine Son of
God and Messiah.

1. He is called "Lord"—a term that Malachi would not apply to Elijah or John the Baptist. This person is
someone greater.

2. The temple is said to belong to him: He will suddenly come to HIS temple." Of whom could you say
that he is the owner of the temple of God?

3. This person seems to be almost identical with Jehovah, not only because Jehovah's temple is his
temple, but also because he seems to take the place of the word "me" in the first half of the verse. It says,
"Behold, | send my messenger [Elijah = John the Baptist] to prepare the way before ME." But then he
switches without any difficulty and instead of saying, "And | will suddenly come to my temple," he says,
"And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple." It looks as though "me"—Jehovah—is
virtually interchangeable with this other person called the Lord, who owns the temple of God.

So | conclude that the messenger of the covenant, the Lord, the owner of the temple of God, is none other


https://www.preceptaustin.org/adonai-lord-the_name_of_god

than the Son of God, who is with God and is God, and who came into the world and made himself known to us
personally in Jesus Christ. (He Is Like a Refiner's Fire)

Devotional - Messenger of the Covenant - Malachi is the last of the Old Testament writing prophets; his
messages are filled with rebuke and instruction for priests and laity alike. But his messages build to this
climax of the prophecy of the coming of the Lord, using the title “the messenger of the covenant.” This title
harmonizes with the theme of the book, for Hebrew “Malachi” means “my messenger” Malachi is a
messenger of the LORD, the priests are messengers of the LORD, and then here we have two more
messengers to come.

The New Testament makes it certain that the prophecy of first messenger in this verse is going the forerunner,
whom we know to be at the first advent of Christ, John the Baptist. Jesus said that this passage was referring
to him in Matthew 11:10. So John was the LORD’s messenger preparing the way before Him. That
preparation involved preaching repentance so that people would be ready for the Messiah.

Then Malachi focuses on the Messiah: “Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple.” He
calls him the Lord (Adoni) (i.e., sovereign), not “LORD” here (which would mean Yahweh). But this Lord, this
sovereign, is the one that they have been desiring for ages. He is the promised Messiah that they kept looking
for from age to age. But amazingly Malachi says that He will come to “His temple.” The temple was always
“the house of the LORD” (that is, Yahweh God). Now it is Messiah’s house. Here is a hint that this Lord is the
LORD who will come into the world, fulfill the desires of the nation, and come to His temple. Jesus makes sure
that the point is not missed, for when He quoted the verse in Matthew 11 He changed the pronoun: He said: I
send my messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you.” Jesus has deliberately changed the
pronoun to show that John was preparing the way before Him, Jesus, whereas in Malachi Yahweh was saying
the forerunner would prepare the way before Him, Yahweh. What Jesus was doing was showing that if John
fulfilled the prophecy of the forerunner, then He, Jesus, fulfilled the prophecy of the Lord coming to His temple.

Malachi also refers to Him as the messenger of the covenant. The Messiah will bring the New Covenant into
fulfillment when He comes into the world. That covenant will be the sure word of God that promises the
blessings of salvation. Christ will deliver it by His death on the cross at His first coming, and then by His
establishing eternal righteousness and peace at His second coming. This is the hope that will be fulfilled by
the Messiah.

Throughout the passage we find that the LORD God is speaking and promising to send His messengers--John
and Jesus. But when you get to Malachi 3:5 He says, “Then | will come near to you for judgment.” Is the
LORD God sending or coming? That would have been hard for people to sort out if they only had this
text. One could say that the LORD God was “coming” in or by sending the messengers. But now that we
know about the incarnation, we know that God would actually come into the world in the person of Jesus, and
as Lord would come to His temple.

The passage then foretells the coming of John, the coming of Jesus, His Lordship, and His deity. The
first verse of the chapter finds fulfililment at His first coming; the rest awaits His second coming. (Alan
Ross)

Related Resource:

= Who is the promised messenger of Malachi 3:1?

Covenant (01285)(See discussion of berit/berith/beriyth) was the strongest agreement that could be made and was considered

inviolable.

Related Resources on covenant:

= Covenant: Why the New is Better
= Covenant: Abrahamic vs Old vs New

Messenger (04397) (malak) is one who bears a message (a notice, word or communication, written or verbal, sent from one person
to another) or does an errand. Malak is most often translated as angel.

1828 Webster - Messenger - 1. One who bears a message or an errand; the bearer of a verbal or written communication, notice or
invitation from one person to another, or to a public body; one who conveys dispatches from one prince or court to another. 2. A


https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/he-is-like-a-refiners-fire
https://www.gotquestions.org/promised-messenger-Malachi.html
http://studylight.org/lex/heb/view.cgi?number=1285
http://studylight.org/lex/heb/view.cgi?number=04397

harbinger; a forerunner (cf Mal 3:1, 4:5); he or that which foreshows (shows beforehand, foretells).

Dictionary Articles on Angel -

= Easton's. ISBE. Naves; Baker's Evangelical Dictionary

About one half of the uses of malak refer to human messengers used to carry messages between individuals (Jacob, Esau Ge 32:3,
6, announced good news = 1Sa 6:21, threats = 1Ki 19:2, 1Sa 11:3, 4, 9; cf. 2Sa 11:19; 2Ki 5:10) or who function as the channels of
diplomatic communication between national leaders (Moses, king of Edom - announced requests = Nu 20:14, cp Nu 22:5, Jdg 7:24,
see also malak used for diplomatic representatives = Jdg 11:12-14, 2Sa 5:11, 1Ki 20:2). Malak is used of God’s prophets sent as
His representatives to bring His word to His people Israel (2Chr 36:15-16; Jer 25:4; Hag 1:13, Isa 44:26, Mal 3:1). Malak applies to
priest once (Mal 2:7, possibly Eccl 5:6). The entire nation of Israel is referred to as God's messenger (Isa 42:19). A malak could be
sent to spy (Josh 6:25), to kill (1Sa 19:11, 2Ki 6:32), to summon someone (Bathsheba in 2Sa 11:4).

About 1/3 of the ‘angelic’ occurrences refer to finite, created messengers whom the LORD employs (Ge 19:1,15 to rescue Lot, Zech
1:9; 5:5, Ps 103:20). Angels were often responsible for aiding, protecting, and fighting for those who trusted in the Lord (Ge. 24:7;
Ex. 23:20; 33:2; 1Ki. 19:5; Ps. 34:7; protection = Ps 91:11, cf NT use in Heb 1:14). Angels also acted as instruments of divine
judgment, meting out punishment on the rebellious and the guilty (2Sa 24:16, 17; Ps 35:5, 6; Ps 78:49; Isa 37:36). Finally angels
actively praised God (Ps 148:2, cf Isa 6:3).

The remaining uses of malak rendered as angel refer to the Angel of the LORD (see study), a reference to the pre-incarnate
Christ (see Christophany), the first 3 uses of malak in Scripture used of the Angel of the LORD (Ge 16:7, 9,10,11, cf Angel of God
Ge 21:17, 31:11, Ex 14:19, Jdg 6:20, 13:6,9, 2Sa 14:17, 20, 19:27).

Malak - 196 verses in OT -NASB Rendering: ambassadors(2), angel(101), angels(9), envoys(1),
messenger(24), messengers(76). The KJV renders malak - angel 111, messenger 98, ambassadors 4,
variant 1; 214 Ge 16:7, 9,10,11; Ge 19:1, 15; 21:17; 22:11, 15; Ge 24:7, 40; Ge 28:12; Ge 31:11; Ge 32:1, 3,
6; 48:16; Ex 3:2; 14:19; 23:20, 23; 32:34; 33:2; Nu 20:14, 16; 21:21; 22:5, 22, 23, 24, 31, 32, 34, 35; 24:12; Dt
2:26; Josh 6:17, 25; 7:22; Jdg 2:1, 4; 5:23; 6:11,12, 20, 21, 22, 35; 7:24; 9:31; Jdg 11:12, 13, 14, 17, 19; 13:3,
6,9, 13, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21; 1Sa 6:21; 11:3f, 7, 9; 16:19; 19:11, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21; 23:27; 25:14, 42; 29:9; 2Sa
2:5; 3:12, 14, 26; 5:11; 11:4, 19, 22f, 25; 12:27; 14:17, 20; 19:27; 24:16f; 1Kgs 13:18; 19:2, 5, 7; 20:2, 5, 9;
22:13; 2Ki 1:2f, 5, 15, 16; 5:10; 6:32, 33; 7:15; 9:18; 10:8; 14:8; 16:7; 17:4; 19:9, 14, 23, 35; 1Chr 14:1; 19:2,
16; 21:12, 15f, 18, 20, 27, 30; 2Chr 18:12; 32:21; 35:21; 36:15, 16; Neh 6:3; Job 1:14; 4:18; 33:23; Ps 34:7;
35:5, 6; 78:49; 91:11; 103:20; 104:4; 148:2; Pr 13:17; 16:14; 17:11; Eccl 5:6; Isa 14:32; 18:2; 30:4; 33:7; 37:9,
14, 36; 42:19; 44:26; 63:9; Jer 27:3; Ezek 17:15; 23:16, 40; 30:9; Hos 12:4; Nah 2:13; Hag 1:13; Zech 1:9, 11,
12,13, 19; 2:3; 3:1, 3, 5f; 4:1, 4, 5; 5:5, 10; 6:4, 5; 12:8; Mal 2:7; 3:1

Jesus quotes Malachi's prophecy in Matthew 11 as He confirms the unique nature and mission of John the Baptist...

This is the one about whom it is written, BEHOLD, | SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, WHO
WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU.' 11 "Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has
not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he. (Mt 11:10-11, Mk 1:2+, Lk 1:76+, Lk 7:27-28+)

Comment: The NAS helps identify OT quotes by placing them in all caps (something ESV does not do,
but would be a nice feature). This quote is from the Septuagint (Lxx) of Malachi 3:1 (except that the Lxx
uses exapostello instead of apostello).

John the Baptist (see summary) appeared (Mt 3:1-2+) with a prophetic word (cf " the word of God came to John," Lk 3:2+) giving
the message that God was about to act again in world history. The prophetic spirit was once more active, after a 400 year period of
silence during which much of Judaism had come to feel that God had withdrawn His hand from them. John's ministry prepares the
way (Mt 3:3+) for THE WAY, for Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life and no one comes to the Father but through Him. (Jn 14:6).
John is the forerunner of the Messiah, and Jesus is the Messiah.

Criswell writes - The preparation work of John was that of calling the people to repentance. Repentance (metanoia, Gk.) means a
"change of mind and heart which alters the conduct" (cf. 2Cor. 7:10). In the phrase "for the remission of sins," the preposition "for"
(eis, Gk.) can be understood a number of ways. It can refer to purpose ("leading to"); cause ("because of"); or goal ("with the end
result of"). It seems best understood as meaning that remission (lit. a "sending away" or "cancellation") of sins is the end result of
repentance. The physical rite of baptism does not bring about remission of sins, but is rather a visible, public testimony that
repentance has taken place. Cf. Matt. 3:6-11+, especially Mt 3:11+, where eis is translated "unto." John demanded a visible
demonstration of repentance (Ed: "Fruit" that was evidence that there was a genuine soul saving "root" - cp Mt 3:8+, Lk 3:8-14+, cf
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Acts 26:20+. Remember the fruit is not the change of heart, but the acts which result from it) before he would baptize.
He will clear the way before Me - John the Baptist will clear the way for the Messiah.

Again let us read Isaiah's prophecy fulfilled in John the Baptist (Matthew 3:3+ and Mark 1:3+ quote only Isaiah 40:3 but Luke quotes
the entire passage)...

A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a highway for our
God. 4 “Let every valley be lifted up, And every mountain and hill be made low; And let the rough ground
become a plain, And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 5 Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, And all
flesh will see it together; For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” (Isa 40:3-5)

Play lan Bostridge's incredible rendering of Ha